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My Loxrd, 
DO not at all wonder at your Impati- 
1 ence, to be throughly informed as to the 
Iſſue of the late remarkable Cauſe be- 
tween the young Gentleman, who claims to 
be Earl of Angliſea, and his Uncle; and as 
your Lordſhip, has made choice of me to 
give you ap impartial Detail of this Affair, 
on account of my having ſome Knowledge 
of the Family, and of the Suit, I think I 
am highly honoured thereby, and ſhall apply 
myſelf to the Diſcharge of what you have 
demanded with the utmoit Diligence; 
though your Injunction of ſending it by the 
the next Poſt, allows me leſs time for pre- 
paring my Materials, than I could have 
withed : however, as I have long ago taken 
pains to inform myſelf, as far as it was poſ- 
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extraordinary Affair, I hope I ſhall be able 
to give you competent Satisfaction, as well 
with reſpect to Matters of Fact, as comply- 
ing exactly with what you requeſted in re- 
gard to time. This you may further depend 
upon, that I have not the leaſt Biaſs to either 
Side, but ſhould be glad to ſee Truth pre- 
vail, let it lie on which Side it will; 
though, to ſpeak my Sentiments, I am 
throughly perſuaded that there is very little 

doubt, at preſent, on which Side it lies. 
The Family of Anneſley were originally of 
the North of England, and went over, as I have 
been informed, into Ireland, in the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, with the ſame Deſign that 
many other Families did, in order to better 
their Fortunes; and in this they were ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful, that they obtained not only large 
Eſtates in Land, but the honourable Titles of 
Viſcount Valentia, and Baron Mount-Norris 
of that Kingdom, having alſo a conſiderable 
Eſtate in this. The Lord Mount- Norris, af- 
terwards Viſcount Valentia, in the Reign of 
Charles I. was one of the moſt conſiderable 
Noblemen in Treland, and differed greatly 
with the potent Earl of Strafford, when he 
was Lord Lieutenant of that Kingdom ; in 
which, how much ſoever he ſuffered from his 
Excellency, yet he had conſtant Right done 
him by the King his Maſter. But, however, 
the Remembrance of that proud Vice-Roy's 
ill uſage, wrought ſo much upon this Family, 
that 


* 

that Arthur Anne ſley Eſq; eldeſt Son to that 
Peer, being elected a Member of Parliament 
in England, adhered to that Body, when the 
civil War broke out between them and Kin 
Charles, and was by their Authority, ſent 
over in the Quality of a Commiſſioner to 
Ireland. But as he was a very conſiderate 
Man, he acted there with great Prudence, 
and though he did every thing that was ne- 
ceſſary to ingratiate himſelf with his new 
Maſters ; yet he did it without committing 
any Acts of Severity towards the King's Par- 
ty, but rather ſhewing them all the Favour 
that was in his power, 

He did not comply with Cromwell's Go- 
vernment, but remained firmly attached to 
the Long Parliament, and in conjunction 
with the famous William Prynne, and other 
Men of the fame Diſpoſition, gave that U- 
ſurper abundance of Trouble. When the 
Rump Parliament was reſtored, he came a- 
gain into great Credit, and was actually at 
the Reſtoration the firſt Man in this King- 
dom, being then Preſident of the Council of 
State; and having had a great hand in di- 
poſing the Minds of ſuch as were moſt able 
to have hindered the King's. Return, not only 
to conſent to, but to promote it, he was 1m- 
mediately after the Reſtoration created an 
Engliſh Peer, by the Title of Baron Anuneſley 
of Newport=-Pagnel in the County of Bucks, 
and Earl of the Iſland of Angleſea in North 
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Wales. He remained in great Credit in the 
beſt part of King Cbarless Reign, which 
enabled him to acquire a good Eſtate in Fe- 
land in Poſſeſſion, and a very large one after 
the Expiration of certain Leaſes; which, 
how he obtained I can not eaſily inform 
you, and therefore I chooſe to ſay nothing 
of the matter, except that thoſe Leaſes are 
now at no great Diſtance from their Expi- 
ration ; when the Angleſea Eſtate in Ireland 
will be much more conſiderable than it is at 
preſent. Under the Reign of King James 
he was alſo a very great Favourite; and at the 
time of his Death he was generally thought 
to ſtand fair for the Great Seal: which De- 
miſe of his happened on the 6th of April, 
1680, 

This Arthur Earl of Angleſea, as he was 
both an Engliſb and Iriſh Peer, fo he be- 
came extremely defirous of eſtabliſhing two 
noble Families, one in each Iſland; and 
with this view he procured his third Son 
Richard Anneſiey Eſq; to be created Baron 
Altham of the Kingdom of Ireland; which 
Richard left behind him two Sons and a 
Daughter, viz. Arthur Lord Altham, whoſe 
Son the preſent James Anneſley Eſq; claims 
to be, and Richard, who is at preſent ſtiled 
Earl of Angleſea; and who bore, for ſeveral 
Years, the Title of Altbam, his Brother 
Arthur being ſuppoſed to die without Iflue, 
The Name of the Daughter was * 

who 
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who is at preſent Wife of the Lord Haver- 
ſham, whoſe Name 1s recorded with Honour 

in the late Proteſt againſt the Hanoverians. 
After having given your Lordſhip this 
Account of the Family, I ſhall obſerve to 
you, that Richard Lord Alben, the Father 
of the preſent Earl of Angleſea and the 
Grandfather of James Anneſley Eſq; was a 
Clergyman, and, if I remember right, Deart 
of Exeter, and Prebend of Weſtminſter ; he 
died in the Year 1701, and was buried with 
much Solemnity in Weſtminſter- Abbey. His 
Son Arthur ſucceeded him as Lord Altbam, 
and in the Year 1707 married Mrs, Mary 
Sheffield, Natural Daughter to the late Duke 
of Buckinghamſhire, who was a very good 
Father to her, and gave her a conſiderable 
Fortune. About two Years after they were 
married Lord Altham quarrell'd with his 
Lady; upon which he came over into Eng- 
land, where he continued between three and 
four Years, and then Lady A/tham following 
him, they were reconciled by her Father, 
and returned to Ireland in 1714. Soon after 
this her Ladyſhip miſcarricd in Dublin, by 
my Lord's falling into a Paſſion at the Sight 
of ſome China Saucers which had ugly Fi- 
gures upon them, and which he had forbid 
to be brought to table while his Lady Was 
pregnant. About the middle of the fame 
Year ſhe became with Child again, and was 
the May following delivered at his Lordthip's 
LToute 
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Houſe at Drumeau, in the County of Wex- 
ford; where the Child was chriſtened by Mr. 
Lloyd, who was then Chaplain to Lord 
Altham, and Curate of Ro, by the Name 
of James, one Mr. Anthony Coucclough, and 
Mr. Cl;f, being Godfathers, and one Mrs. 
Piggot Godmother ; all theſe were Perſons 
of Family and Diſtinction, and though they 
are now dead, yet ſeveral of the Servants, 
who attended them at the Chriſtening, are 
ſtill living, and were produced at the Trial. 
This was the more practicable, ſince accord- 
ing to the common Cuſtom in Jreland, pro- 
digious Rejoicings and a mighty Feaſt was 
made upon this Occaſion, which ſerved to 
fix the Tranſaction firmly in the Minds of 
the common People. 

This Arthur, Lord Altbam, was a very 
debauched, and odd-tempered Man, had a 
abundance of low Amours, and was exceſ- 
ſively given to ſudden Starts of Paſſion, 
which made him but an indifterent Huſband, 
and gained him no very good Character a- 
mongſt his Neighbours and Tenants. He 
ſhewed, however, a great deal of Joy upon 
this Occaſion, and expreſſed a more than or- 
dinary Satisfaction at his Wife's being brought 
to bed of a Son, becauſe it would diſappoint 
his Brother Richard in his Expectation of 
the Eſtate and Title; and of all this, he made 
no manner of Secret. He was a Man prone 
to keep low Company, which, to ſay . | 

trutn, | 


truth, is the Vice of the Family, and to 
them he communicated his Thoughts with- 
out Reſerve. Moll Sheffield, fays he to one 
of theſe ſort of People, has bronght me a 
Son, and I hope he will be one day Earl 
of Angle/ſea. The Man not thinking of the 
Duke of Buckinghamſhire's Daughter, began 
to tell him very honeſtly, that he ought to 
leave off leading ſuch a Life, Life! what 
Life? ſays my Lord, adding with an Oath, 
ſhe is my Wife. The Man then call'd to 
mind Lady Altham's Name, and made an 
Apology for his Miſtake; this Circumſtance 
fixed the matter firmly in the Man's Me- 
mory, and gave him an Opportunity of de- 
livering the whole Converſation upon Oath 
at the Trial. 

The Circumſtances relating to this Child's 
Birth, were in themſelves ſo ſtrange, ſo ex- 
traordinary, and ſo out of the reach of Fic- 
tion, that the Proofs produced of them 
ſeem to eſtabliſh the Fact better by much 
than it could have been by the moſt metho- 


dical Evidence; for when a Story is feign'd, 


all the Parts of it are well laid together, 
whereas in diſcovering things that happened 
many Years ago, you muſt take the Facts 
and the Evidence too as you find them, for 
they are out of the reach of Man to alter or 
adjuſt. When the Child was born and 


chriſtened, the next thing was to get it nurſed; 


and here Lord Altham diſcovered another 
ſtrange 
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Houſe at Drumeau, in the County of Wex- 
ford; where the Child was chriſtened by Mr. 
Lloyd, who was then Chaplain to Lord 
Altham, and Curate of Ro, by the Name 
of James, one Mr. Anthony Coucclough, and 
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the common People. 
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truth, 1s the Vice of the Family, and to 
them he communicated his Thoughts with- 
out Reſerve. Moll Sheffield, fays he to one 
of theſe ſort of People, has brought me a 
Son, and I hope he will be one day Earl 
of Angleſea. The Man not thinking of the 
Duke of Buckinghamſhire's Daughter, began 
to tell him very honeſtly, that he ought to 
leave off leading ſuch a Life, Life! what 
Life? ſays my Lord, adding with an Oath, 
ſhe is my Wife. The Man then call'd to 
mind Lady Altham's Name, and made an 
Apology for his Miſtake ; this Circumſtance 
fixed the matter firmly in the Man's Me- 
mory, and gave him an Opportunity of de- 
livering the whole Converſation upon Oath 
at the Trial. 

The Circumſtances relating to this Child's 
Birth, were in themſelves ſo ſtrange, ſo ex- 
traordinary, and ſo out of the reach of Fic- 
tion, that the Proofs produced of them 
ſeem to eſtabliſh the Fact better by much 
than it could have been by the moſt metho- 
dical Evidence; for when a Story is feign'd, 
all the Parts of it are well laid together, 
whereas in diſcovering things that happened 
many Years ago, you muſt take the Facts 
and the Evidence too as you find them, for 
they are out of the reach of Man to alter or 
adjuſt. When the Child was born and 
chriſtened, the next thing was to get it nurſed; 
and here Lord Altham diſcovered another 
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ſtrange Turn of Temper ; he made choice of 
a Woman whoſe Name was Joan Landy, 
who had brought a Son into the World before 
ſhe was married, ſome ſaid by a Sailor, ſome 
by the Man to whom ſhe afterwards became 
a Wife; but the Woman herſelf, and the 
Generality of the Country, fathered it upon 
Lord Altham: it was indeed a little odd, 
that his Lordſhip ſhould think of this Wo- 
man for the Nurſe of his Son and Heir ; 
but I own the ſubſequent Contrivance of 
confounding this Son and Heir with the 
Natural Son, was no bad Scheme to defeat 
the Right of the former. Two things, 
however, appeared very plainly upon the 
Trial; firſt, that Joan Landy's Son was con- 
ſiderably elder than Lady Altham's; and ſe- 
condly, that this Baſtard was carried off by 
the Small-Pox, at four Years of Age, which 
was made out by the credible Tellimony of 
ſeveral Witneſſes, who ſwore to the ſeeing 
him dead and buried. 

The poor Lady Altham knew nothing 


more of Joan Landy than that ſhe had Milk. 


She had another Nurſe recommended to her 
by a Perſon of Worth in the Neighbour- 
hood, and had actually ſettled the Terms 
with the Woman's Huſband, and given 
him earneſt, but her Milk was ſaid to be 
bad; and ſo Joan Landy was introduced, 
my Lady not ſuſpecting in the leaſt, that 
ſhe was her Huſband's Miſtreſs, There 


was 
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was this Particular attended the nurſing, 
which was very extraordinary, that there 
was a Houſe fitted up for Mrs. Nurſe, 
within a quarter of a Mile of Lord A/tham's 
Houſe, and a Coach-Road made between 
the two Houſes, for the Convenicncy of 
carrying the Child backwards and forwards 
at all times. This was proved by many 
Witneſſes, and indeed as it was a Fact known 
to the whole Country, it might have been 
proved by many more, if it had been thought 
at all neceſſary. At this Houſe the Child 
remained for fix Months, and then was com- 
mitted to the Care of another Woman as 
a dry Nurſe, 

The Name of this Woman was Joan 
Lafjan, who gave a long and diſtin Evi- 
dence at the 'Trial, and who declared that 
both Lord and Lady treated the Child with 
the utmolt tenderneſs, till the time of their 
Separation, which fell out in the following 
manner. Some of Lord Altham's Miſtreſſes 
found his fondneſs for his Son, made him 
more than uſually tender of his Wife; which 
not being at all ſuitable to their Intereſts, 
they contrived to make him jealous of her 
and one Thomas Palliſer, who lived in, or 
was about, the Houſe. They carried this 
ſo far, as to promiſe his Lordſhip ocular 
Demonſtration of the Crime with which 
they charged my Lady; and as they had the 
Houſe and the Servants pretty much at their 
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command, they play'd off the following pretty 
Plot for that purpoſe, They got Tom Palliſer 
to go up into Lady Altham's Room, where 
ſhe was a-bed and aſleep, under a pretence 
that her Ladyſhip wanted to ſpeak with him; 
and the Moment he entered one Door, they 
introduced my Lord, and ſeveral People he | 
had with him, at another. Lord Altham, | 
who was certainly no Solomon, took this for 
ocular Demonſtration, drew his Sword, | 
and was going to murder the Man without | 
further Ceremony; but his Adviſers knew | 
better things, and therefore entreated his 
Lordſhip to moderate his Paſſion, and be 
content with cutting his Noſe or his Ears off; | 
and his Lordfhip reliſhing this good Advice, 
was pleaſed to direct his Huntſman to cut 
Tom Palliſer's Ear off, which was perform- 
ed accordingly, in the ſight of his Lordſhip's 
Son; who, though he could notſpeak, teſti- 
fied his Concern to his Nurſe, by ſhewing 
her the Blood that had been ſpilt in the Ex- 
ecution. When this fine Exploit had been 
rformed, the poor Lady was given to un- 
derſtand, that ſhe was to take ſhelter where 
ſhe could; in this dreadful Situation, ſhe 
thought of retiring to one Captain Butler's at 
Ro/5, a place but two Miles from Lord Al- 
tham's Houſe; and in order to get thither, 
a Chaiſe and Horſe was prepared. In the 
mean time, the Lady was embracing and 
crying over her Son, whoſe Fate, ſhe already 
| forelaw, 
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foreſaw, would ſoon be as miſefable as her 
own. Lord Althain, who at this time, was 
very fond of the Child, ſoon made a ſtrict 
Enquiry after him, and bearing that he was 
with his Mother, he tan to her and pulled 
him out of her Arms. The poor Lady beg- 
ged carneſtly that ſhe might have the Con- 
ſolation of bringing up her Son; but my Lord 
told her roughly, that he was to be the Heir 
of his Honours and Eſtate, and that the 
ſhould not have him; nay, he carried his Cru- 
elty fo far, that he refuſed to let the Mot het 
give the Child a parting Kiſs; but at laſt, 
by the Interceſſion of the Servants, he was 
prevailed upon to let her kiſs him, but im- 
mediate ly repented that piece of Good- nature, 
and went to take him from her as ſhe held 
him in the Chaiſe, which occaſſoned a Strug- 
gle for the Child, that was expreſsly ſworn to 
by ſeveral Witneſſes at the Trial. 

Lord Altham's Reſentment carried him ſo 
far, after he had turned his Lady out of 
Doors, that he gave expreſs Orders ſhe ſhould 
never be permitted to fee the Child; as was 
fororn by Joan Laffan the Nurſe, and other 
Servants. But however, theſe Orders were 
but indifferently ed; for either out of 
love to their Lady, or ſor the Lucre of Mo- 
ney, ſome who were about the Houſe, 
carried the Boy to Roſs, where his Mother 
kiſſed, embraced, over him; of 
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into violent Paſſions, and threatned with 
the utmoſt Effects of his Reſentment ſuch 
as ſhould preſume to be guilty of the enor- 
mous Crime of letting an injured afflicted 
Mother ſee her only Son. His Lordſhip 
however ſtill behaved towards his Son James 
with more Kindneſs and Prudence than 
could have been expected from.a Man of 
his odd Temper, by cauſing him to be 
brought up in a manner ſuitable to his Qua- 
lity, and by ſhewing and recommending him 
to the Notice of his Relations and Neigh- 
bours. When he was able to go to School, 
| he was ſent thither with a Servant to attend 
| him; and when he grew bigger, my Lord 
took a young Man into his Houſe to aſſiſt 
the Child in his Learning; which was proved 
on the Trial* by Mr. Miſſet, who was at 
School with the Child, and by James Demp- 
ſev, the young Man who was taken - home 
to teach him, who knew Mr. Anneſley again 
| as ſoon as he ſaw him at an Inn in the 
p Country, and ſwore poſitively at the Trial 
| that Mr. James Anneſley, who he ſaw there, 
was the identical Perion he had taught when 
a Child in Lord Altbam's Houſe; where he 
was ſtiled ſometimes young Lord, at others 
the Hon, Mr. James Anneſley, and always 
owned by his Father as his lawful Son and 
Heir apparent. 

But there is a Circumſtance I had like to 
have forgot: Some little time after Lady 
| Altham 
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Altham was turned out of Doors, Lord 
Altham's Brother, at preſent ſtiled Earl of 
Angleſea, and then called Capt. Anneſley, 
came to the Houſe, and ſhewed great Satis- 
faction at the Situation things were in, aſking 
particularly if my Lady ſaw her Son when 
ſhe went away? and how ſhe behaved at 
Parting? Which when he had heard, and 
that ſhe was very deſirous of taking her Son 
with her if Lord Altham would have per- 
mitted it, the Captain faid very kindly, that 
he was ſorry he did not; that he wiſhed his 
Brother had kept none of the Breed, but 


had ſent both Mother and Son together to 


the Devil. This likewiſe was ſworn at the 
Trial, and 1s, I think, as extraordinary a 
Paſſage as any that occurred in the whole 
Proceedings; becauſe it ſhews how well 
Lord Altham's Notion was founded, who 
thought the Birth of this Son would give 
the Captain no ſmall Pain, or, to make uſe 
of his Lordſhip's polite Phraſe, would make 
his Brother's Noſe ſwell; as on the other 
hand, 1t plainly proves how early that Ran- 
cour began, which had afterward ſuch un- 
happy Effects, and how willingly Capt. An- 
neſley would have conſigned Lady Altham 
and her Son to the Devil, when neither of 
them could have given him any Offence, 
further than as their Relation to Lord A- 
tham prevented his having any legal Proſpect 
of inheriting his Eſtate and Title. | 

| The 
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The Circumſtances of Lord Altham being 
none of the beſt, and his Lordſhip of a very 
roving Inclination, he removed from the 
Houſe where his Son was born in the Coun- 
ty of Wexford to Kenna in the County of 
Kildare, and from thence to Carrickduff in 
the County of Carlow ; from whence about 
the Year 1719, he came to refide in Dublin, 
where he lived in a Houſe in Croſi-Lane. 
In all theſe ſhifting of Quarters his Son was 
taken more care of than could well have 
been imagined, the Humours and Fickle- 
neſs of his Father conſidered, ſent to a 
Publick School in the City, attended by a 
Servant, and dreſſed in a manner ſuitable to 
his Quality, and the Anniverſary of his 
Birth-Day kept with greatRejoicings. About 
1720, Lady Altham came to Dublin, and 
lodged at the Houſe of one Mr. Cavenagh, 
in the Stab/e-Nard, for ſome time, and ex- 
preſſed a deſire of ſeeing her Son, who did 
not live far from her; but was refuſed that 
Favour, and the Boy was threatned that if 
ever he preſumed to go and fee his Mother, 
or even to go any where that ſhe might fee 
him, he ſhould be turned out of Doors, and 
his Father would take no further notice of 
him. 

This was a ſtrange Turn, and therefore 
it is neceſſary to account for it: It ſeems 
there was a young Lady, one Miſs Sally Gre- 
gory, a Relation of his Lordſhip's, had got 
| into 
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into his Family, and by degrees into his 
Affections, ſhe began very early to ſhew a 
great Diſtaſte to the Child, and endeavoured 
to get him out of her way; but as Lord Al- 
thams Fondneſs was not to be overcome all 
at once, ſne was obliged to make uſe of many 
Arts to root out the Intereſt he had in his 
Father. Of this the unfortunate Lady 4/- 
tham received Notice, and very great Pain it 
gave her; inſomuch, that ſhe ſent for one 
Catherine Oneal, who had lived in his Lord- 
ſhip's Family, both in Country and in Town, 
to enquire after her Son, and into the man- 
ner in which he was treated ; and though 
this Woman endeavoured to comfort her, 
and even aſſured her, that Miſs Gregory be- 
haved to him as became a Relation; yet 
Lady Altham remained ſtill very much diſ- 
ſatisfied; wrote a Letter to Mrs. Weed, who 
was Houſe-keeper to Lord Altham, and de- 
fired Catherine Oneal to carry it. This was 
one of the laſt Acts of maternal Attention 
paid by the poor Lady to her Son for ſome 
time; in the Year 1723, her Grief joined to 
an Indiſpoſition, under which ſhe had la- 
boured from the time of her lying-in, brought 
upon her a dead Palſy ; which firſt render- 
ed her almoſt helpleſs in her Body, and by 
degrees affected the Faculties of her Mind 
ſo that ſhe quickly loſt, at leaſt in a great 
Meaſure, the Uſe of her Memory and Senſes. 
In this deplorable Condition, ſhe came over 
| to 
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to England, and was ſupported to her Death 
by the late Ducheſs of Buckinghamſhire. . 
After Lady Altham's departure, Miſs Gre- 
gory aſſumed her Title, and was called by all 
her own Creatures in the Family, Lady Al- 
tham; and having long inſinuated to my 
Lord, that if he was jealous of his Lady, 
it proceeded doubtleſs from good Grounds, 
and if he had Grounds for being jealous, 
then poſſibly her Intrigues began earlier than 
he ſuſpected; from all which they inferred, 
that there might be reaſon to fear Maſter 
Femmy was not his own Son. This had not its 
tull Effect at firſt, and then another Method 
was tried, the Boy was ſaid to be too much 
indulged, the Servants were inclined to ſpoil 
him, he was grown from the prettieſt beſt- 
bred Boy in the World, ſo wild, and ſo rude, 
that out of pure Care of his Education, Miſs 
Gregory prevailed to have him removed to 
the Houſe of one Mrs. Cooper in Ship-ſtreet, 
where he was boarded, and put to School. 
Lord Altham, after this, removed to a Houſe 
in Proper-Lane, where he took home his 
Son Mr, James Anneſley, and ſent him to 
School, ſtill owning him for his Son and 
Heir, though he did not uſe him ſo kindly, 
or treat him with ſo much Tenderneſs as 
formerly. | 
Things being carried this length, Miſs 
Gregory began to prevail daily more and 


more, and ſome other People thought fit to 
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lend their Aſſiſtance to extirpate the Re- 
liques of paternal Tenderneſs which re- 
mained in Lord Altham's Boſom. His Af. 
fairs were fallen into ſuch Confuſion, his 
Debts were ſo great, and his Credit ſo much 
ſunk, that he was in the utmoſt Perplexity 
of Mind. When, therefore, he left Dub- 
lin, to go down into the Country, to a Place 
called Inch:icore, Maſter James was left be- 
hind him, and was afterwards ſent to live at 
the Houſe of one Mr, Connaugb, a Dancing- 
Maſter, who had Orders to keep him as 
much as poſſible within Doors; the Reaſon 
of this was, that it had been put into Lord 
Altham's Head, he might raiſe Money upon 
the Reverſion of the Angleſea Eſtate, to 
which he had a right, provided this Boy was 
out of the way. It 1s very ſtrange, that 
theſe ſort of Motives ſhould induce a Man 
to be cruel to his own Fleſh and Blood, and 
even to form a Deſign of abandoning and 
diſinheriting his only Son. A Son, whoſe 
Birth had given him ſo much Joy, and who 
had held the principle Place in his Affection 
for ſo many Years. Yet ſtrange as this ap- 
pears, the Author of a late Pamphlet, enti- 
tled Tye PARELLEL, which was certainly 
intended to illuſtrate the Caſe of Mr. Anneſley, 
has given an Inſtance that comes very near 
it, where a Father and Mother agreed to diſ- 
own their Daughter, in order to make a 
Proviſion for a Son, and where the Mother 
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refuſed, though the Son was dead, to ac- 
knowledge her; ſo ſoon does an ill Habit get 
the better of Nature, and ſo hard a thing is 
it to forgive thoſe whom we have injured. 
I could not help making this little Digreſſion, 
which I dare fay your Lordſhip will not 
think unworthy your Notice, when you have 
read the Pamphlet I recommend to you. 
But let me now return to the Thread of my 
Story, and the Detail of Mr. Anneſley's in- 
creaſing Misfortunes; which now came upon 
him thicker and heavier every Day, and yet 
with ſuch Circumſtances as have proved 1n- 
ſtrumental to his Preſervation. 
The Uſage Mr. James Annefley met with 

at the Houſe of Connaugh the Dancing- 
Maſter, was ſuch as he could not bear, he 
was debarred of his Liberty, and cut ſhort 
of his Victuals. This made him very im- 
patient, and having no Friends to apply to 
in Dublin, he reſolved to make his Eſcape, 
and get to his Father's Houſe at Inchicore. 
This was a childiſh Project, but it was a- 
greeable to his Years, for he was not above 
ten Years old, and it was executed with as 
much Rapidity as it was projected. When 
he came down to Inchicore, he was not re- 
ceived by my Lord, or ſo much as permited 
to enter the Houſe, but turned out and aban- 
doned to the wide World; and this, after 
being carried by his Father into the beſt Com- 
pany, as his Son and Heir, and one who 
might 


— 
might probably inherit the Title of Angleſea, 
and all the Honours of the Family. It was 
a ſtrange Event, but an Event, which upon 
Reflection, appears to coincide exactly with 
Lord Altham's Temper, who was a Man 
entirely governed by Whim, and we may col- 
le& pretty exactly the Succeſſion of Whims 
that governed him in all his TranſaQions, 
After his Reconciliation with his Wife, the 
reigning Whim was a lineal Succeſſor, that 
might cut off the Hopes of his Brother, 
which ſhews that, however, it might be diſ- 
guiſed, there was ſomething unnatural in his 
Temper, of which his Brother was then the 
Object, and afterwards his Son. The next 
Whim that ſtruck him, was the producing 
this Child to all the World as one deſtined 
to great Things, of which ſeveral Inſtances 
appeared upon the Trial, particularly to the 
Lord Mount- Alexander, or to one Captain 
Grove, in his Preſence, when he ventured to 
aſſert, that this Son of his would defeat the 
Hopes of his Brother, and to one John 
Turner, who had been Seneſchal or Steward 
of his Courts to James Earl of Angleſea; 
he went further, telling him, You were Se- 
neſchal to Earl James and Earl Arthur, you 
will out-live me, and you may be Seneſchal 
to this Boy. The next reigning Whim was 
that of teazing his Lady, afrer he had ſuf- 
fered himſelf through the Intrigues of her 
Enemies to become jealous; and we have 
. * ſeen 
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ſeen to what mighty Lengths this was carri- 
ed ; his laſt Humour was to make himſelf 
eaſy, by ſelling his Reverſion of the Angle- 
ſea Eſtate at the Expence of his Family, 
and this led him, as he had turned his 
Wife out of Doors, to gratify his own 
Humour, to turn his Son out of Doors to 
ſatisfy his Intereſt ; though in both, he ated 
as a Tool to others, as moſt weak Men do. 
In this forlorn and diſtreſſed Situation, 
poor Mr. Anneſley came up to Dublin, and 
for two Years rambled about the Streets in 
that wretched Condition, which thoſe who 
brought him to it, would have converted 
into a Proof that he merited no better, and 
that ſince, in the Life-time of his Father, 
he had been turned into the Streets, and, 
perhaps, brought to black Shoes; ſo now, 
for the Convenience of his Uncle, he ſhould 
be kept there, But I obſerve to you, that 
his very Misfortunes contributed to his Pre- 
ſervation, I muſt beg Leave to explain this 
a little, becauſe it is the great Point, upon 
which not only this, but every Caſe of a 
like Nature muſt turn, It was in the Power 
of Lord Altham to turn his Son and Heir into 
the Streets; but it was not in HIS, his Bro- 
ther's or Miſs Gregory's Power to efface the 
Memory of paſt Events. All the People at 
Dublin, to whom Lord Altham had ſhewed 
this Son of his, faw and wondered at his 
ſtrange turn of Fortune, ſo did the old Ser- 
8 1 vants 
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vants in the Family, and ſo did his School- 
fellows; and theſe laſt ſuccour'd and re- 
lieved him: he lay ſometimes in the Out- 
houſes of Mr. Byrne, a noted Brewer in 
Dublin, and received Kindneſſes from his 
Sons; which, as I before noted, he aſſerted 
upon his Oath at the Trial, and fixed the 
Identity of the Perſon by aſſerting Mr. James 
Anneſley, then preſent, to be the ſame to 
whom theſe Civilities were ſhewn. per 

But there was ſtill ſomething more than 
all this, the Boy's Spirit and Courage ſur- 
vived his Fortune, and this enabled him to 
preſerve his Rank; inſomuch, that naked and 
deſtitute as he was, he commanded amongſt 
his Equals in Age that Reſpect, of which a 
wrong-headed Father and the daſtardly 
Temper of a degenerate World would have 
deprived him: in ſhort, the Boys called him 
always My Lord. This Appellation marked 
and diſtinguiſhed him, forced People to look 
upon and conſider him, and excited man 
to enquire why he was ſo called? and where 
they had Bowels or Underſtanding to pity - 
and deplore his Misfortunes. It is impoſſi- 
ble that all this ſhould not have reached his 
Father's Ears; but by this time his Heart 
was ſufficiently hardened, and the Remem- 
brance of the Injuries he had already done 
his Son, made it ſeem requiſite for him to 
perſiſt in doing him greater. He thought 
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the more likely the World would be to think 
that the Boy was not his Son. But he had 
not been always in theſe Notions, for but 
a few Years before he had engaged Yohr 
Turner before mentioned to apply to the 
Earl of Angleſea for ſome pecuniary Aſſiſ- 
tance; but as he very well knew that his 
own Behaviour could not merit it, he ſug- 
geſted that it was neceſſary for the Support 
and Education of his Son. Such an Appli- 
cation was accordingly made by Turner to 
the Earl of Angleſea, who, out of Com- 
paſſion for the Child, kindly gave to his 
unnatural Father 5o /. When therefore this 
very Man, this Jobn Turner, ſaw the Boy 
in the Streets in ſuch a Condition that, as 
he himſelf expreſſed it, no Black-guard Boy 
was half ſo bad, he was ſurprized and a- 
mazed, and could ſcarce believe his Eyes, 
or at leaſt reconcile the Information they 
gave him to that which he received by his 
Ears; a poor Woman that ſold Potatoes 
telling him, that the Boy the Children called 
My Lord, was my Lord Altham's Son; the 
very individual Son my Lord himſelf had 
owned for his Heir to this Turner, and had 
predicted that Turner would out-live him- 
ſelf, and ſee this Child Earl of Angleſea. 


Theſe were Facts of ſuch a nature, that to 
be ſure they could never be effaced from 
Turner's Memory it he lived to the general 


Conflagration. 
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It is natural to ſuppoſe, that as an Acci- 
dent of this kind, I mean a Boy's being turn- 
ed into the Streets, who was the next Heir 
of a Peerage, mult aſtoniſh the Populace in 
general, ſo it would particularly alarm ſuch 
as had any Relation to or Correſpondence 
with the Anneſley Family; which was, and 
is, extremely numerous, both in Ireland and 
here. Accordingly ſeveral Applications 
were made to Lord Altham, eſpecially at 
firſt, by Perſons of different Ranks, to whom 
his Lordſhip, as it appeared upon Oathat the 
Trial, did not pretend to deny the Child, 
but ſaid he had behaved idly, acted fillily, 
and had got ſome vicious Tricks, of which 
when he was broke, he ſhould be reſtored 
to his Lordſhip's Favour. To think of mend- 
ing a Boy by turning him into the Streets, 
or to teach a Child Duty by neglecting one's 
own, was a Doctrine I believe of his Lord- 
ſhip's Invention, and the Event was ſuch as 
might have been expected; the, Boy finding 
himſelf wholly abandoned and thrown off, 
thought of nothing but how to get Bread, 
and placed all his hopes, where the brutal 
Behaviour of his Father taught him to place 
them, in the Death of that unnatural Pa- 
rent. His Education was indeed loſt, but 
not his Reaſon, and even his Play-fellows 
in the Streets of Dublin, could ſufficiently 
inform him, that when his Father died, he 
muſt be Lord A/tham, and that conſequently 

his 
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his Fortune would then change. It was 
very unlucky for Mr. Anneſley, that this fort 
of Logic was ſo eaſy, that it was compre- 
hended even by other People, who were 
not much famed for Penetration ; and as he 
med all his Hopes in his Father's Death, 
o they were employed in contriving Schemes 

for defeating even thoſe diſtant Expectations. 
The Peregrinations of Mr. Anneſley in and 
about Dublin, laſted for about two Years, 
during which time, he was more taken no- 
tice of, and more talked of, ten times, than 
if he had been ſtill with his Father, and ſtil 
conſidered in his Family as Heir apparent 
to the Titles and Eſtates of the noble Fa- 
mily of Annefley. As the Son of a Peer of 
Ireland, he had been dreſſed in a ſcarlet 
Cloak, a Hat and Feather, and laced Lin- 
nen, all this was but natural, and no body 
would have wondered at it; but a Lord's 
Son in the Company of Shoe-blackers, with 
a ragged Coat, and perhaps without a Shirt, 
was a Prodigy, ſuch a one as all Dublin began 
to ring of it. It therefore imported, ſuch as had 
an Intereſt in defeating Mr. Anneſleꝰs Pre- 
tenſions, to think of ſome way to get him out 
of Sight; for they began now to diſcern their 
Error, viz. That if they had ſuffered him to 
remain at home, or at leaſt in ſome obſcure 
Town in the Country, they would have 
been expoſed to no danger but what aroſe 
from the Family; whereas by treating him 
in 
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in this manner, they had taken all the Inha- 
bitants in Dublin for Witneſſes, This was 
a great Blot, but the Buſineſs was to get 
over it; and what Expedient ſo proper as 
ſending the Boy to the Meſi-Iudies, vaigarly 
call'd Kidnapping. The Scheme appeared 
to be as eaſy. in its Execution, as when ex- 
ecuted, it bid fair for being effectual. In 
Dublin, Lord Altham's Son was known and 
pitied, but he might be trapanned into one 
of the Plantations, where the Name of Lord 
Altham was never heard of; and how a 
Friendleſs Boy ſhould get home again, was 

a thing of which they had no Conception. 
It would be a tedious and fatiguing Story, 
ſhould I trouble your Lordſhip with all the 
Practices that followed upon this fine Plot; 
but if your Lordſhip ſhould incline to know 
them, I am at your Service, and ready to 
enter into the Circumſtances of that, as well 
as the reſt, For the preſent, it will be ſuf- 
ficient to ſay that two Attempts were made 
without Succeſs; but towards the cloſe of 
the Year 1726, a third proved more ſuc- 
ceſsful, and the poor Boy was ſpirited away 
to Delawar River, where he was fairly ſold 
to a Planter, after having ſuffered a thou- 
ſand Hardſhips and Indignitics in the Voy- 
age. All this however, could not break 
the Boy's Spirit, or blot out of his Memory 
the Thoughts of better Days; he conſtantly 
perſiſted, during the time he remained in 
E Virgina, 
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Virginia, in aſſerting that he was the Son 
of Lord Althom, and was very aſſidu- 
ous in enquiring News from Jreland, though 
to very litile purpoſe; for in ſpight of all 
theſe Enquiries, he remained thirteen Years 
there, in the ſame low and abje& Condition 
of a Servant, ſold for a Term of Years which 
he was bound to fulfil, and in caſe he at- 
tempted to make his Eſcape, to ferve them 
over again. In the Year 1727 Lord Altham 
died, and his Brother at his Title. 
You will eaſily perceive, that this Event fol- 
lowing in ſo ſhort a time after the Son and 
Heir of Lord A/tham had been exhibited in 
ſo cxtraordinary a manner, in the Streets of 
Dublin, it muſt be attended with ſome de- 
gree of wender, Accordingly a general 
Murmur enſued, and very particular Whiſ- 
rs there were among the Servants, and 
Relations of the Family, to which this ſhort 
Anſwer was given; That Femmy _— 
was dead, When, or where, was not ſaid. 
To have pretended at that time, that be was 
a Baſtard, would not have anſwered the 
purpoſe, the contrary was generally known ; 
and as there are ſtil] a Cloud of particular 
Perſons, who know, and who have depoſed 
the contrary, ſo at that time the Multitude 
was much greater. The Anſwer then was 
ſhort, and ſignificant. James Anneſley, 
Son and Heir apparent to Arthur Lord Al- 
tham, is dead - And therefore I need 
not 
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not trouble you with the reſt, the Succeſſion 
was known of Courſe. But give me leave 
to remark, that this very Anſwer, from the 
Mouths of thoſe who gave it, was clearer, 
and more concluſive Evidence, than a thou- 
ſand Teſtimonies of this Lad's Legitimacy ; 
for it is eaſy to perceive, that the Conclu- 
ſion which followed from James Anneſley's 
being dead, inferred his Title if he was liv- 
ing; and therefore the fingle Queſtion, as 
to the point of Succeſſion, was reduced to 
this, Whether Femmy Anneſley, who ran 
about the Streets of Dub/1n, with the Sur- 
name, or Nickname, or whatever elſe you 
will pleaſe to call it, of My Lord, was liv- 
ing or dead? Thus it clearly appears, that 

this very Circumſtance of turning him out 
of Doors, and leaving him to the wide 
World, that is, to his ſhifts, however in- 
tended, was in Reality, the Circumſtance 
moſt favourable to his Pretenfions; and 
this I take to be a Matter of the greateſt 
Weight, and therefore I have infiſted upon 
it ſo often. 

While things were thus paſſing in Ireland, 
Mr. Annefley was groaning under the heav 
Load of Slavery in Virginia, far from his 
Native Country, I cannot fay far from his 
Friends, for the Poor are ſeldom near them 
be they where they will, andcomforting him- 
felf with the hopes that his Father would 
fome time or other die, and thereby afford 
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him a Deliverauce. The old Proverb ſays 
very truly, that Man propoſes, and Gop dif- 
poſes; which, perhaps, was never verified 
more ſignally than in this Inſtance. The 
Event, which he expected, fell out without 
furthering his Liberty in the leaſt; Provi- 
dence referred that to a more ſeaſonable 
Opportunity. If he had returned ſome 
Years after his Father's Death, the Eſtate 
of Lord Altham would ſcarce have moved 
any body to have ſtirred on his Behalf; and 
things were then fo ſituated, that I verily 
believe his coming home at that time would 
have done him no manner of Service: We 
will therefore leave him deploring his Miſ- 
fortunes, and ſighing for Liberty, and ſee 
what Turn another Perſon's Affairs took in 

this Seaſon, | 
The Barony of Altbam was not more ea- 
fily aſſumed than quietly enjoyed, Murmurs 
began to ſubſide, and all but the Conſciences 
of the Guilty had loſt the Memory of the 
Fact; when a new Event produced another 
remarkable Alteration in the Family. On 
the 31ſt of March 1737 died Arthur Earl 
of Angleſea, one of the greateſt Men of his 
Age, who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his 
Eloquence in both Houſes of Parliament, 
and in the Parliaments of both Kingdoms; 
but much more by his conſtant Adherence 
to the true Intereſt of his Country. The 
latter Part of his Life indeed he had ſpent in 
| Retirement, 
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Retirement, which I take to be the reaſon 
why his Death did not appear ſo great a Loſs 
as it really was. Upon this, Richard Lord 
Altham, of the Kingdom of Ireland, aſſumed 
the Title of Angleſea, to which, if his Bro- 
ther Arthur left no Iſſue, he had undoubtedly 
a Right; and very ſoon after his Lordſhip 
came over hither, and enter'd upon it fully, 
notwithſtanding ſome Family-Diſputes, with 
which I have nothing to do. Yet after ſome 
time, even theſe were adjuſted, and the Sky 
appeared quite clear. 

But as Calms are frequently followed by 
Storms; ſo when the unfortunate Wanderer 
was in a manner wholly forgotten, he made 
his Eſcape, and very fortunately for him 
came to Jamaica; from whence he was ſent 
home by Admiral Vernon. His Arrival and 
his Claim made a very great Noiſe, and was 
very publickly taken notice of; notwith- 
ſtanding the Danger that attended the pub- 
liſhing any thing to the Prejudice of a Per- 
ſon in ſo high Rank. The Earl was not 
regardleſs of his Danger; on the contrary, 
he took all the Advantages that naturally a- 
roſe from the young Man's ſetting up this 
Claim in England, where the People were 
not acquainted either with his Perſon or his 
Misfortunes, and therefore treated him as 
a bold and impudent Pretender; and, as 1 
have been informed, actually prepared a Pe- 
tition to a certain Auguſt Aſſembly againſt 
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Mr. Anneſley, for preſuming to call himſelf 
the Son of his Father; though, for certain 
Reaſons, that at this time J ſhall not men- 
tion, it was not preſented. 


How diſtreſſed ſoever Mr. Anne ſley might 


be, and how uncertain ſoever the Event of 


his Claim, yet he was far from wanting 
Support. Curioſity drew ſome to enquire 
into his Affair, and upon an Enquiry, there 
was ſo ſtrong an Appearance of Truth found 
in his Story, that they could not bear the 
Thoughts of letting him fink for want of 
Support; notwithſtanding the viſible Diſ- 
advantages his Cauſe laboured under. A 
thing of this Nature required much Con- 
ſideration; and in the mean time it was 
thought proper, that the young Gentleman 
ſhould paſs a part of his Time in the 
Country, There, again, an unlucky Ac- 
cident fell out, that ſeemed to threaten him 
with even greater Miſchiefs than any that 
had hitherto befallen him. The Place of 
his Retreat was Egham; a pleaſant Village 
on the Edge of the County of Surrey; 
where going abroad one Day with a Perſon, 
who is Game-keeper to a Reverend and 
Honourable Gentlemen, Lord of a Manor 
in that Neigkbourhood ; a Poacher, in a ſud- 
den Struggle, was unluckily killed, for which 


Mr. Anneſley was taken up and indicted at 


the next Seſſions, at the O/d Bailey for Mur- 
der. The reſt of that Affair, and the extraor- 
dinary 
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dinary Circumſtances that attended his Trial, 
are too well known for me to mention; ex- 


cept that the Proſecution was abetted, and 


the Expence of it defray'd by the Perſon in 
the World, who, in common Prudence, 
ſhould have had leaſt to do with it. 

After Mr. Anneſley bad been tried and ac- 
quited, he applied himſelf to the Proſecution 
of his Claim to the Eſtate of his Family, 
and in order to bring the Matter to a clear 
and legal Iſſue; he was reſolved to queſtion 
firſt, the Right of the preſent Poſſeſſor to the 
Eſtates in the County of Meath, in the 
Kingdom of Ireland; and with this View, 
he made a Leaſe of Lands, which were 
Part and Portion of the faid Eſtate in that 
County, to Campbell Craig Gentleman ; as 
Son and Heir apparent to Arthur Lord Al- 
tham, and otherwiſe, as directed by able 
Lawyers. Upon this Leaſe, Mr. Campbell 
Craig ejected Lord Angle/ea's Tenants, and 
was ouſted as the Law-Phraſe is, by the 
Earl, upon which he brought his 2% Mi- 
nus in the Court of Exchequer; where the 
Iſſue being made up, the Cauſe, after vari- 
ous Delays, came on to be tried before the 
Barons of the Exchequer, upon Friday Nov. 
I1, 1743, and was continued by Adjourn- 
ment, to that Day Fortnight ; when the 
Jury, compoſed of Gentlemen of the beſt 
Families, and largeſt Fortunes, brought in a 
Verdict for the Plaintiff, by which they de- 

termined. 
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termined the Right in the Eſtate to be weh 
the Leſſor of the Plaintiff; that is, in Jams. 
Anneſley Eſq; who could have given no Ti- 
tle to Mr. Craig, if he had not been Son 
and Heir apparent to Arthur Lord Altbam, 
and as ſuch, Heir alſo to Arthur late Earl of 
of Angleſea. 


Thus I have given your Lordſhip a ſhort 


and, I hope, clear Account of this intricate 


and perplexed Affair, and if there be any 
thing which you incline to have further ex- 
plained, you know J am entirely at your 
Service : Only let me beſeech you, in caſe 
you put me upon writing a ſecond Letter 
to you upon this Subject, to give me a little 
more time, that I may have leiſure to put 
my Thoughts into better Order ; for though 
Truth may, generally ſpeaking, be ſeen by its 
own Light, yet it is better ſeen and appears 
with more Advantage, when placed in a 
proper Poſition. At preſent, I have nothing 
more to add, but that I aſk pardon for the 
Haſte with which this is written, and am, 


With profound Reſpect and Eſteem 
December Your Lordſhip's 
24,1743. | | 
Moſt dutiful humble Servant. 


